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The mongoloid, so called from a supposed resemblance to the
Mongolian race, has narrow slanting eyes, an enlarged tongue
with deep crosswise fissures, and a flattened face and skull. Mon-
goloids are usually imbeciles. Mongolism always is congenital,
not hereditary. Some unknown influence affects the embryo
about the eighth week of pregnancy or earlier. Researchers agree
that it is somewhat commoner in children whose mothers have
already borne large families, but they doubt that this is the main
cause of mongolism.
The micro cephalic is characterized by an extremely small skull,
with receding forehead. Usually microcephalies have imbecile
mentality, though they range through every degree of feeble-
mindedness. Probably microcephaly results from damage to the
fetus during gestation, caused by a diseased condition of the
mother or fetal injury from mistreatment of the mother during
pregnancy.
The hydrocephalic has an abnormally large skull, with high
protruding forehead, due to excessive fluid between his skull and
brain or within the brain. Variations in mentality range from
idiot to normal. Medical treatment seldom remedies the condi-
tion.
Birth injuries which destroy cerebral tissue cause 5% to 10%
of feebleminded cases, according to Edgar A. Doll and two re-
search associates. The frequency of birth injury usually is not
realized because early physical symptoms tend to clear up and be
forgotten. When cerebral injury occurs but does not affect a
child's motor responses, the resulting mental deficiency often is
mistaken for congenital feeblemindedness. Birth injury cases tend
to improve with special training, maturity, and better physical
condition.
If syphilis infects a child before birth, which means that the
disease comes direct from the mother, syphilis organisms may at-
tack the child's brain .and cause feeblemindedness. Tredgold de-
scribes typical symptoms of congenital,syphilis. At birth the